
The Holy Eucharist 
& Rite of Confirmation

The Fifth Sunday in Easter

April 28, 2024 • 9 am

Welcome! We are so glad you’re with us.
We always welcome the sounds from children — joyous and otherwise — in our 

Sanctuary. There are toys on the rug and coloring supplies in the back should 
parents find them helpful.

AW
E



Prelude: Prelude on Union Seminary       Charles Callahan (1951-2023)

Processional: God Is Love #379

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you
Let us pray.
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.

The First Reading Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 
to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage 
of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who 
can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they 
were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 



water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22:24-40 
My praise is of him in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him:
“May your heart live for ever!”
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
For kingship belongs to the Lord;
he rules over the nations.
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him;
they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever.
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn
the saving deeds that he has done.

Sequence Hymn: Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song #513
 (verses 1 & 2 before the Gospel, verse 3 after)
The Gospel John 15:1-8

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 
He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit 
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I 
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever 
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 



abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
The Gospel of the Lord.          
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Right Reverend Alan Gates    
We observe a brief period of silence for prayer and reflection.

Presentation & Examination of the Candidates
Bishop: The Candidates for Confirmation will now be presented.
Presenters: We present these persons for Confirmation. Reed Varney, Olin Teksten, 
Chloe Zadravec, Grace Colsman, Ian Ventress, Kevin Zampese, Brooke Mitchell, 
and Matthew Martino are presented by their sponsors.
The Bishop (to the candidates): Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?
Candidates: I do.
Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
Candidates: I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.
Bishop:  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these 
persons in their life in Christ? 
People: We will.
Bishop: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and 
renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows  Please stand.
Bishop: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment 
to Jesus Christ?
Candidates: I do.
Bishop: Do you believe in God the Father?
Candidates: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
Candidates: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Bishop: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
Candidates: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.



Bishop: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in the prayers?
Candidates: I will, with God’s help.
Bishop: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord?
Candidates: I will, with God’s help.
Bishop: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
Candidates: I will, with God’s help.
Bishop: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself?
Candidates: I will, with God’s help.
Bishop: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being?
Candidates: I will, with God’s help.
Bishop: Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect and restore the 
beauty and integrity of all creation?
Candidates: I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates    
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ.
Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Send them into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
Lord, hear our prayer.
Bishop: Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your 
Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by 



the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these 
your servants the covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them 
forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Confirmation    
The Bishop lays hands upon each candidate and says:

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit; empower them for your 
service; and sustain them all the days of his life. Amen.

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your 
servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge 
and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with 
you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Offertory Hymn: Behold Now, Praise the Lord       Everett Titcomb (1884-1968)
Behold now, praise the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord, ye that by night stand in 
the house of the Lord, even in the courts of the house of our God. Lift up your 
hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord.   – from Psalm 134

Today’s plate is offered to the Bishop’s Discretionary Funds for Theological Education.  
Checks can be made out to “EDOM” with “Theological Education” in the memo line.

Doxology    Sung by all.   Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer D

The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are 
God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them 
with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining 
with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and 
glorify your Name, as we sing,

Sanctus and Benedictus    Sung by all.  S128

The people stand or kneel. 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world 
into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve 
all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not 
abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in 
seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with 
you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your 
only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he 
lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of 
salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he 



gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made 
the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for 
us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete 
his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper 
with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s 
death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and 
ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, 
from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we 
bless you.

We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend 
upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy 
gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and 
Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 
spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the 
blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found 
favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,



              
Refrain
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, 
    who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, 
    and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread   
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Fraction Anthem WLP #877
Choir sings refrain; all repeat.

Choir: The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ.
All sing refrain.
Choir: One body are we, alleluia: though many, we share one bread.
All sing refrain. 

Invitation    
Everyone is welcome to receive communion. Please be seated until the usher directs 
your row to come forward. Gluten-free wafers and juice are available; please make 
your needs known to the priest or Lay Eucharistic Minister. If you do not wish to receive 
communion, please come forward and cross your arms over your chest for a blessing. 

Communion Anthem: O Sacrum Convivium       L. G. da Viadana (1560-1627)
O sacred banquet, wherein Christ is received; the memorial of his passion is renewed; 
the soul is filled with grace; and a pledge of future glory is given to us. Alleluia.



Communion Hymn: Won’t You Let Me Be your Servant? 

The Postcommunion Prayer    Said by all, standing.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    

The Blessing 

Recessional: We Know that Christ is Raised #296

The Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Postlude: Intermezzo 6       Hermann Schroeder (1904-1984)



The flowers are given to the glory of God, and
in loving memory of her mother, Wanda Thompson, from Alison Thompson.

After the service, please join Bishop Gates for a chat in Flint Hall 
where we will also celebrate our confirmands with cake and coffee!

(Note that there are two coffee stations.)

Congratulations!
Reed Varney
Olin Teksten

Chloe Zadravec
Grace Colsman

Ian Ventress
Kevin Zampese
Brooke Mitchell

Matthew Martino

And thank you to the participants in today’s service:
Readers: Isabelle Martino, Courtney Mitchell, Anna Varney

Acolytes: Klaudia Teksten, Lara Teksten, Clara Varney 



St. Anne’s in-the-Fields
E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H

147 Concord Road, Lincoln, MA 01773 • 781-259-8834  • www.stanneslincoln.org

Please note: This service is livestreamed through the use of three cameras and several 
microphones. Please be aware that attendees’ faces and/or conversations may be broadcast 

at certain times when cameras and mics are live.

Staff
The Rev. Garrett Yates, Rector • The Rev. Dr. Joseph Kimmel, Curate 

Jay Lane, Director of Music • Sarah Jennings, Director of Children’s Formation  
Elizabeth Thompson, Finance Manager • Jennie Cook, Parish Manager • Paul Lamoreaux, Sexton

Vestry
Anne Jones & Rob Parker, Wardens • Sarah Hubbell, Treasurer • Carol Carmody, Clerk 

Risa Teksten • Rick Winters • Dave Gronewold • Tica de Moor • Heather Peske
Bernhard Suhm • Pam Roman • George Philipp

St. Anne’s in-the Fields Episcopal Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Massa-adchu-es-et (Massachusett), Pawtucket, and Agawam peoples, and we give 
thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor 
all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.


